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Dear Valerie,

Welcome to our f irst electronic edition of the Friends of Los Gatos Library new sletter. We

have moved to an electronic format to save money and natural resources. We hope you like it! 

Technology and Literacy Meet on March 21 with Robin
Sloan

by Mary Ann Cook

 

As part of Silicon Valley Reads, Friends of the Library w ill

host Robin Sloan, author of Mr. Penumbra's 24-hour

Bookstore on March 21 at 7:30 p.m. in the library. A book

signing and refreshments precede the event. Doors open

at 7 p.m. Los Gatos Tow n Councilw oman Diane McNutt is

the SVR coordinator. 

 

"Books & Technology: Friends or Foes?" is the question

SVR poses for its theme this year. In Penumbra a w eb

designer stumbles on a quirky bookstore w ith an unusual

inventory. Thinking the store must be a front for something

larger, he enlists tech-savvy friends and they set off on an

adventure that takes them far beyond the w alls of the

bookstore.

 

Sloan is a Bay Area product and his Mr. Penumbra pulls in secret codes, romance and Google

in this f ictional account of how  technology impacts us today.

 

"Mr. Penumbra's 24-Hour Bookstore is a book that sprang directly out of the culture of Silicon

Valley, and in fact, a huge part of the story unfolds on tech company campuses right here,"

Sloan says. "I'm delighted to know  Penumbra is going to f ind more readers here, and I can't

w ait to meet them face to face." Our ow n Henry Bankhead w rote the book's blurb for the

National Library Journal and here's his appraisal: "...Sloan has created an arch tale knitting

the analog past w ith the digital future that is compelling and readable." 

 

Can't ask for a more fascinating evening w ith an author than that!

 

 

March 21, 7:30 p.m.
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Los Gatos Library

100 Villa Ave., Los Gatos

 

Correction
In the article about library staff member Heather Wee in the last issue of Off the Shelf, a

mention of one of her daughters w as inadvertently omitted from the story. That daughter is

Bay Area artist Xiau-Fong Wee w hose w ork can be seen at w w w .xiaufong.com. 

Ex Libris
by Valerie Archer

DONATIONS! Donations are key to our success as a fundraising organization, so please think

of us f irst w hen culling your collection or if  you or a friend are relocating or dow nsizing. One-

third of our income is generated by Internet sales of items such as out-of-print books and

collector's editions about cars and trains, as w ell as best-sellers and textbooks. Most of these

books are on display and available for purchase in our bookstore. So, save on shipping, and

brow se our Amazon offerings right here in Los Gatos!

 

We are currently in need of volunteers to help fulf ill online orders, so if  you w ould like to learn

more about e-commerce, please contact the Friends' book sales department directly through

our w ebsite or by calling the store. The new  phone number for all book-sales-related inquiries

is (408) 438-0699. A volunteer w ill be available to answ er your questions regarding

donations, volunteering and inventory during bookstore hours.

 

Silicon Valley Reads selections are currently available! We have new  copies of

Mr. Penumbra's 24 Hour Book Shop by Robin Sloan and The Shallows: What the Internet is

Doing to our Brains by Nicholas Carr. Used copies w ill, no doubt, be available in time, but if

you can't w ait, or w ould like to have a copy for Robin Sloan to sign at the Friends' Silicon

Valley Reads event on March 21, please drop by.

 

All Gardening Books w ill be on sale during March.  This year you may w ish to plan a few

drought-friendly additions to your yard.  April is Poetry Month.  The Friends' Book Store w ill be

hosting Marathon Poetry Readings every Friday all day long during store hours.  Sign up for  a

15-minute shift or just drop by to hear tow n luminaries read w orks such as Walt Whitman's

Leaves of Grass.   Erica Goss, the Los Gatos Poet Laureate, w ill read from her w ork on

Saturday, April 19th from 2-3 and w ill also help kids craft poems on Thursday, April 10th from

3-4.  Check out our w ebsite and our book sales shelves in the main lobby of the library by the

coffee kiosk for more details.  

 

Pick up a latte and come brow se the shelves in the bookstore across the plaza for a

serendipitous f ind donated by your Los Gatos neighbors. All proceeds from book sales

directly benefit the library. Thank you very much for your generosity and support.

 

 

In the Bookstore

by Toni Blackstock

 

A w oman came in to buy $100 w orth of books for a daycare program here in Los Gatos. She

spent close to an hour and ended up w ith piles of books on the f loor in the children's section. I

offered to bring the books to the round table near the desk, and they nearly covered that table.

When it came time to add her purchases, the total came to ... $99.50. We w ere amazed! How

did she do that? So w e threw  in a couple of other books to make it an even $100. She w as

happy and SO WERE WE!!!

 

 

 

Join Us!

2nd Anniversary Party
February 11, 5:30-7:30p.m.

Los Gatos Library

100 Villa Avenue, Los Gatos

Young Writers Workshop
March 8, 10a.m. - 2p.m.

Los Gatos Library

100 Villa Avenue, Los Gatos

 

Silicon Valley Reads
With Robin Sloan
March 21, 7:30 p.m.

Los Gatos Library

100 Villa Ave., Los Gatos

From Our President

by Marlene Rodman

 

As the second anniversary of our new  library approaches, it becomes more apparent to me just how  important "The Friends of The Los

http://www.xiaufong.com/
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Gatos Library" is to our tow n. Thus, one of my goals this year is to double the 2013 membership,

and for this I need YOU!

 

Los Gatos has a population of over 30,000 people and at the end of last year w e had a membership

of approximately 750 Friends. Certainly, betw een you and me, w e should be able to attract a

minimum of 1,500 Friends.

 

That is less than 5 percent of our population, and I can guarantee the usage of our library far

exceeds 5 percent. Our library has become a central meeting place, inside and out, for young and

old. Each and every time I visit, I am grateful for the vision and dedication it took to complete this pillar

of our community.

 

The Friends provides a multitude of enhancements and educational tools for the library, plus a

variety of programs. Thus,  the more "Friends" w e have the more w e are able to accomplish.

Therefore, I encourage you to bring us a new  friend this year. If  each one of us brings in just one

friend, just think

w hat w e can accomplish!

 

Happy New  Year!

 

 

Directors' Corner
by Heidi Murphy and Henry Banks

 

 

2014 is off to an incredible start!  With the library still bustling w ith community, w e are particularly happy to w elcome Kerry O'Brien to

our staff.  Kerry came on board January 6  as our new  Customer Service Supervisor and has jumped right in.  She is a natural part of

the team already and brings w ith her signif icant experience and expertise. 

 

We are also very excited to have received a Pacif ic Library Partnership Innovation Grant for tw o mobile e-book self-publishing labs. 

This w ill allow  us to expand our already successful self-publishing partnership w ith the w ider community, including schools and

retirement communities.

 

Our presentation at the California Library Association conference in November has launched even more requests for this program

throughout the library community.  "Library Reality T.V. - Using Improv to Improve Customer Service" w ill be taken out to neighboring

libraries in the next couple months and to a national library conference in March.  We are so thrilled to be able to share an innovative,

fun, effective approach to positive customer service w ith the larger profession. 

 

As w e near our tw o-year anniversary, w e are very excited to invite you all to a celebration of the volunteers and donors w ho continue

to make our community library such a w onderful place to be.  We w ill host a reception on Tuesday, February 11,  from 5:30-7:30 p.m. 

Please bring your families and join us as w e celebrate you!

  

 



  

You're Invited!
 

The library is hosting a Second Anniversary Celebration in honor of the generous time and money you have given to make our library

such a terrif ic community space. You're invited to attend this special event in the Los Gatos Library Fireplace Room and enjoy music,

coffee, hors d'oeuvres and sw eets. You can also show  off your leaf, your bookshelf marker or your plaque if you contributed at that

level to the Once in a Generation capital campaign.

 

Stop by any time on Tuesday, Feb. 11, betw een 5:30 and 7:30 p.m., and bring your family and friends.

Meet the Staff - Kerry O'Brien
by Mary Brence Martin

 

 

Welcome to Kerry O'Brien, w ho is our library's f irst customer-service supervisor,

a brand-new  position here. Kerry's main job is to manage the library's eight clerks

and 15 pages, but she also helps w ith collection maintenance and resolving

patrons' issues.

"Kerry brings years of library experience to the Los Gatos Library, having

w orked for more than six years at Cabrillo College managing their circulation

division," says Henry Bankhead, library co-director. But her library experience

goes back much further than that.

 

In Boston, w here she grew  up w ith f ive siblings, she got her f irst library card at

age 4. "I practically lived in the public library," Kerry says. And w hen she majored

in literature and w omen's studies at the University of Chicago, Kerry w orked in

the college library as a circulation clerk.



 

Her next library job w as at Emerson College in Boston, w here she returned after spending the year after graduation in London w orking

as a bartender and chambermaid and traveling all over Europe. After 11 years at Emerson, Kerry spent six months in Nepal and India,

w here she w as ordained as a Buddhist nun. (She had been exposed to Buddhism as a young teen w hen her mother w as studying

Eastern philosophies.)

 

Nearly 13 years ago she moved to Soquel to w ork at the Land of Medicine Buddha center in Soquel. When she decided to "disrobe,"

i.e., leave her religious order, her next stop w as Oakland, w here she w orked in one of the libraries at UC Berkeley as an operations

manager.

 

But missing Santa Cruz, she moved back there to manage the student w orkers at the Cabrillo College library. When she heard that Los

Gatos Library w as hiring, she jumped at the chance. "Most of my library experience has been in academia," she says, "but I have

alw ays w anted to w ork in a public library. I grew  up in public libraries."

 

Now , she's planning to get a master's degree in library science from San Jose State and w ill begin the program next year, once she's

settled into her new  job here.

 

Though Kerry loves to travel, she's put that on hold until her 9-year-old, nature-loving son, Ronan, is a little older. They spend their free

time having adventures together, including camping, roller skating and bow ling. She also enjoys yoga, meditation and reading.

 

And she enjoys w orking at our library. She exclaims, "I'm really excited to be here. I don't know  Los Gatos w ell, yet, but it's really

beautiful. And it's nice to be w orking in such a beautiful space as this library. I love the diverse population and the programs."

 

You may spot Kerry through her off ice w indow  w hich is right behind the circulation desk-or at the circulation desk itself w hich she

staffs on a regular basis. Take a minute to say hello and w elcome to the library's new est employee.

 

A Friend Indeed: Joyce Sogg
by Valerie Archer

 

Joyce Sogg is the brilliant, roll-up-your-sleeves, in-the-trenches kind of volunteer every Nonprofit, fundraising organization hopes to

find, and keep. With gusto and tenacity befitting her upbringing as a WWII army brat, Joyce helps the Friends manage an escalating

Amazon business. In fact, w e need to recruit a small army of new  volunteers to help w ith this burgeoning aspect of book sales, so if

any of you sitting on the sidelines w ould like to see some action through packing and fulf illing Amazon orders, please let us know !

Finding out more about how  e-commerce really w orks is, according to Joyce, one of the most enjoyable aspects of her volunteer w ork.

 

Joyce has no fear of pushing the envelope, in volunteer w ork or in any other area of her life. Joyce moved a great deal during her

childhood. Her family w as actually stationed in Pearl Harbor during the bombing. Joyce attended high school in New ton, Mass., w hich

she considers her home tow n, and w ent on to pre-med studies at Radclif fe. Social norms of the time, how ever, precluded medical

school as she w as, by then, married w ith a young family.

 

Although compelled to follow  traditional parenting roles, Joyce decided, once the family had moved out  West, that it w ould be possible

for her to attend to both her children and the Santa Clara University Law  School curriculum. She became one of only tw o w omen

graduates in a class of over 90 law  students, and w ent on to establish a solo practice in dow ntow n San Jose,  specializing in family

law .

 

Her children, both born on Hallow een, f ive years apart, now  have w onderful, creative lives of their ow n. Her son is a classical

bassoonist w ith the Pittsburgh Symphony, and her daughter is a social w orker and graphic illustrator in New  York City.

 

Exuberant in many w ays, from her personal style to her unbridled passion for the visual arts, music, theater and, of courses, libraries,

Joyce is a vital Friend w ho enriches all our lives. 

 



 

 

Silicon Valley Reads
 
The love-hate relationship betw een traditional books and technology innovations w ill be the focus of Silicon Valley Reads 2014, the

annual community engagement program that asks everyone in Santa Clara County to read, think and discuss a provocative topic.

                 

Tw o books w ill be the centerpiece of the theme "Books & Technology: Friends or Foes?" -���7�K�H���6�K�D�O�O�R�Z�V�����: �K�D�W���W�K�H���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�H�W���,�V
�' �R�L�Q�J���7�R���2�X�U���%�U�D�L�Q�V��by Nicholas Carr and �0 �U�����3�H�Q�X�P�E�U�D�
�V���������+�R�X�U���%�R�R�N�V�W�R�U�H��by Robin Sloan.  Both authors w ill be present for

the kickoff on Wednesday, Jan. 22, at the Heritage Theater in Campbell, w hen they w ill be interview ed on stage by Mercury News

columnist Mike Cassidy.  The free event begins at 7:30 p.m. w ith open, unreserved seating.  It is co-sponsored by the Commonw ealth

Club Silicon Valley.

                 

"The definition of 'book' is being redefined because of new  inventions and technology innovations," said Diane McNutt, Silicon Valley

Reads coordinator.  "Digital devices are making books more accessible to a w ider audience, but there is also the w orry that hours of

scanning the Internet are negatively impacting our ability to read deeply and thoughtfully.  Are these changes affecting how  authors

w rite?  Are shorter attention spans making it more diff icult to learn?  Are the natures of books and technology complementary, or are

they at odds?  There w ill be a lot to discuss this year."

 

Carr's nonfiction book, a Pulitzer Prize f inalist, started as a controversial Atlantic Magazine cover story titled "Is Google Making Us

Stupid?"  The book expands the topic into a compelling exploration of the Internet's intellectual and cultural consequences.  Citing

neuroscience discoveries, Carr makes the case that the technologies now  used to f ind, store and share information can literally reroute

neural pathw ays.

 

Sloan's novel is centered in San Francisco and Silicon Valley w here an unemployed w eb designer stumbles on a quirky bookstore w ith

an unusual inventory of books.  Thinking the store must be a front for something larger, main character Clay Jannon persuades his

friends to share their technology skills and join him on a literary adventure that take them far outside the w alls of the bookstore.

 

"I'm honored that Silicon Valley Reads has chosen The Shallows as one of the books for its 2014 program," said Carr. "It examines the

effects that computers and the Internet have on the w ay w e think and read, so I expect it w ill spur particularly searching and

perceptive conversations among the Valley's residents. I'm certainly looking forw ard to being part of those discussions."



 

"Mr. Penumbra's 24-Hour Bookstore is a book that sprung directly out of the culture of Silicon Valley, and in fact, a huge part of the

story unfolds on tech company campuses right here," said Sloan. "This is my home turf. I'm delighted to know  Penumbra is going to f ind

more readers here, and I can't w ait to meet them face to face."

 

Companion books for children that relate to the theme "Books & Technology: Friends or Foes?" have also been selected for Silicon

Valley Reads 2014.  They are:

�7�K�H���)�D�Q�W�D�V�W�L�F���)�O�\�L�Q�J���%�R�R�N�V���R�I���0 �U�����0 �R�U�U�L�V���/ �H�V�V�P�R�U�H, w ritten by William Joyce and illustrated by William Joyce and Joe

Bluhm, for ages 4-8.  This book started as an Academy Aw ard-w inning animated short f ilm and has also been converted into

an interactive storybook app for the iPad and iPhone.  It tells the story of w hat happens to Mr. Morris Lessmore w hen he goes

to w ork in a library after all of his books are lost in a huge w ind.

�(�V�F�D�S�H���I�U�R�P���0 �U�����/ �H�P�R�Q�F�H�O�O�R�
�V���/ �L�E�U�D�U�\ by Chris Grabenstein, a New  York Times bestseller, for ages 8 and up.  Mr.

Lemoncello is an eccentric game designer w ho opens a special new  library in his hometow n w ith technology no one has ever

seen.  A dozen 12-year-olds are selected for an overnight event at the library, and w hen they w ake up discover that the f irst

to f ind a w ay out of the library w ill w in a grand prize.

�5�H�D�G�L�Q�J���0 �D�N�H�V���<�R�X���)�H�H�O���* �R�R�G by Todd Parr for preschoolers.  The author uses colorful draw ings and cute humor to

introduce books to the youngest child.  His message is that reading can be done alone or be a shared experience, and it can be

done almost anyw here.

Silicon Valley Reads is presented by Santa Clara County Library District, the San Jose Public Library Foundation and the Santa Clara

County Office of Education. Each year, the program collaborates w ith community organizations to promote reading and literacy and to

engage the community in dialogue about themes in a selected book or books that are relevant to Silicon Valley.   An extensive schedule

of events is offered throughout Santa Clara County w ith activities for all age groups.

 

For more information on Silicon Valley Reads, visit the w ebsite SiliconValleyReads.org.  

Young Writers Workshop, March 8

Friends of Los Gatos Library w ill sponsor the Annual Young Writers Fiction Writing Workshops for aspiring young authors ages 8

through 12 on Saturday, March 8 from 10a.m. to 2 p.m.  Students w ill learn how  to develop plot and characters to build a story

 

Cheryl Lee McKenzie, Los Gatos published author of f iction for young readers, w ill open the w orld of character creation and plot-story

development to new  and repeat w orkshop participants.  Cheryl, a native Californian, w rote her f irst popular young adult novel, Sliding

on the Edge, in 2009, a f ictionalized account that offers insights into the emotional and psychological grow ing pains of teens; in 2010

she published The Princess of Las Pulgas (Princess of the Fleas). Cheryl also w rites stories for younger readers that appear in

Stories for Children and Crow Toes, and non-fiction and linguistic-related articles for professional journals. She earned her master's

degree in Linguistics and Inter Cultural Communication from San Jose State University.

 

Friends of the Library are committed to opening the w orld of w riting to the youth of our community. Young w orkshop participants

quickly f ind that w riting is an exhilarating experience, as their imaginations take hold and they learn there are exciting stories in their

heads. For students w ho have a story to w rite but are reluctant to put pencil to paper, Friends volunteers w ill be available to serve as

private secretaries w ho w rite w hile the young authors dictate the story.

 

The w orkshop w ill be held at the Los Gatos Community Center, 208 East Main Street in room 206. Participants are asked to bring a bag

lunch to the w orkshop.  Friends of the Library w ill provide all w riting materials, plus w ater, juice drinks and cookies.

 

To register, print and complete the w orkshop registration form below  and deliver or mail w ith a check for $15 payable to Friends of Los

Gatos Library to Los Gatos Library at 100 Villa Avenue, Los Gatos 95030. Registration forms w ill also be available in the children's

library and the Friends Bookstore.

  

 

To register please print out this form, below , complete it, and deliver or mail it to the library.

 

 

 

*********************************************************************************************************************************** 

 

Young Writers Workshop Registration Form
 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001KILE2n1tPy7f4HmgpvL1GWA9v-qZl_Az4WL76M0PHH58dxSOr0eX22XncDq3uA5QaLvpUDrsmtaCCXPGLTmGIxaWjdXxIhwh9adx0TniR7uGNDTgsS47sR00V6A0cGky


Student's Name___________________________________________________ Age_____
Street/City/Zip_____________________________________________________________
Phone________________________ Email Address________________________________
 
Enclose a check for $15 payable to Friends of Los Gatos Library.
 
 
***********************************************************************************************************************************
 

You w ill receive a phone call, email message or post card to confirm your registration.

For more information, call the Friends message line 408-399-5700.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

| friendslosgatoslibrary@gmail.com | http://friendsoflglibrary.org/

100 Villa Street

Los Gatos, CA 95030
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